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Unaccompanied & Homeless Youth



Students Experiencing Homelessness
May not consider themselves homeless or at risk of 

being homeless

Often unaware of available support services

Face many educational challenges due to high mobility

May be confused about their postsecondary options and 
accessing financial aid for college

Require additional support as they transition into their 
postsecondary option



Who are Students Experiencing 
Homelessness? 

• According to the National Center for Homeless Education 
(NCHE):
– In the school year 2020-2021 over one million children and 

youth experiencing homelessness are enrolled in public schools
– Being homeless at least once between 4th and 8th grade resulted 

in lower math scores and 5.8 fewer school days attended 
– Students living in double-up situations were associated with a 

greater risk for future homelessness 
– Hispanic and African-Americans were more likely to be living 

doubled-up

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/AnnotatedResearchSummaryReport-2023.pdf 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/AnnotatedResearchSummaryReport-2023.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/AnnotatedResearchSummaryReport-2023.pdf


Definitions for the FAFSA

• Homeless: Means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate 
housing, which includes living in shelters, parks, 
motels, hotels, public spaces, camping grounds, cars, 
abandoned buildings, or temporary living with other 
people because you had no where else to go. Also, 
living in any of these situations and fleeing an abusive 
parent, maybe considered homeless even if the parent 
would otherwise provide a place to live

• Unaccompanied: Means not living in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian

Note: homelessness, on its own, does not qualify a student as being 
independent for federal student aid purposes



Student Homelessness Question
• Students must have a 

determination from one of 
the sources listed below:
– A director or designee of an 

emergency or transitional shelter, 
street outreach program, or 
homeless youth drop-in center, or 
other program serving those 
experiencing homelessness 

– Student’s high school or school 
district homeless liaison or 
designee

– A director or designee of a 
director of a project supported by 
a federal TRIO or GEAR UP 
program grant

– A financial aid administrator (FAA)



Students in Foster Care



Students in Foster Care

Hesitant to share their living situations

May lack adult support

Lower rates of high school completion and 
employment

Less likely to earn a postsecondary degree

Require additional support as their transition to 
their postsecondary option
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students in DCFS may be filled with some potential obstacles in their path:A third of those in foster care have been removed from their home and place in foster care multiple times. Half have experienced three or more foster care placementsOften youth in foster care lack an adult professional figure to help them navigate the process of getting to college. You may be the only one. Because of the potential added stress of foster care many students are unaware of the resources available to them to help them make a successful transition into adulthood. Many end up aging out of foster care which can present itself with its own unique set of challenges. By Age 21, Young people who experienced foster care reported significantly lower rates of high school completion and employment.Foster Progress (CBO Chicago) compared the number of youth (in foster care) who filled out the FAFSA to those who enroll in college and those who will likely end of graduating have found that 3028 apply for FAFSA (indicate that are/were in foster care) and >58 are likely to graduate with a degree. (2%) 



Illinois Data on Students in Foster Care

• As of July 2024, there are 18,930 youth in 
foster care throughout Illinois
– 1,545 are over the age of 18
– 3,801 are between the ages of 13-17
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data comes from Illinois DCFS



Foster Care Students and the FAFSA

• To be considered 
independent for 
financial aid purposes, a 
student must answer 
yes to, “ At any time 
since the age of 13, they 
were in foster care”

• If the student is unsure, 
they can select the info 
icon to find more 
information
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DCFS Post-Secondary Education Programs

• DCFS Scholarship 
 
• Youth in College/ 

Vocational Training      
(YIC/ VT)

• Tuition & Fee Waiver

• Education & Training 
Voucher (ETV)



DCFS Scholarship

• Competitive Scholarship; Must award a minimum of 53.

• Monthly stipend of $1,557 up to 5 consecutive years.

• One-time startup funding to be used for living expenses

• Illinois Medical Card

• Reimbursement available for books not covered by financial aid 
grants

• Tuition & Mandatory fee waiver if attending Illinois state funded 
community colleges or universities.



DCFS Scholarship Requirements

• DCFS must have court-ordered legal guardianship for the applicant, the applicant must 
have aged out of DCFS care at age 18 or older, or the department must have had legal 
guardianship for the applicant immediately prior to an adoption or guardianship being 
finalized. 

• Submit  a complete application. It is a one-time application if awarded the scholarship.

• A complete application must be submitted within application period --  January 1st to 
March 31st)

• Student needs to fulfill the following requirements to continue in the program.
• Submit a schedule of classes every semester showing a minimum of 12 credit hours or full-

time status.
• Submit final grades for the semester they just completed showing a minimum of 2.0 term 

GPA at full time status.
• If unable to maintain full time status, student must contact YIS coordinator prior to 

dropping below full-time status.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
53 scholarships are awarded each year



Tuition & Fee Waiver

• Tuition & Mandatory fee waiver if attending Illinois state funded 
community colleges or universities – school will apply MAP and/or 
Pell grant before applying the DCFS waiver.

• Department must have court ordered legal guardianship of the 
applicant, must have aged out of DCFS guardianship at 18 or older, 
or the department must have had legal guardianship prior to 
adoption or guardianship being finalized

• Applicant must have high school diploma from an accredited 
institution, high school equivalency certificate, or met State criteria 
for high school graduation before the start of the school year for 
which applicant is applying for waiver

• Applicant must have filed FAFSA



Education & Training Voucher (ETV)

• Youth for whom DCFS is legally responsible or who aged out of care at age 18 or older 
OR achieved permanency at age 16 or older through either guardianship or adoption.

• Up to $5,000 to cover  Cost of Attendance items such as tuition, fees, books, supplies, 
uniforms, equipment and/or transportation not covered by other grants or 
scholarships. 

• Funding available through age 25  or 5 years if the student is continuing to make 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) in the program.

• Award is based on Cost of Attendance and other grants/scholarships

• Computers allowed ONLY if schools include a computer in their Cost of Attendance and 
there is funding left after tuition and fees are paid (students do not receive $5000 AND 
a computer).

• Student may attend any school that is listed as currently accredited at
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/search.aspx



Youth in College/Vocational Training (YIC/VT)

• DCFS must have court ordered legal responsibility for the youth; a 
placement for youth in care.

• Monthly board payment of $1,577 for up to 5 consecutive years, once 
Bachelor’s Degree is earned or through age 25; whichever occurs first.

• Reimbursement for books not covered by financial aid grants.

• One-time startup funding to be used for living expenses



Youth in College requirements

• Submit  a complete application (CFS-449). It is a one-time 
application and must be completed by the case worker 
and student.

• Student needs to fulfill the following requirements to 
continue in the program.
• Submit a schedule of classes every semester showing a minimum of 12 

credit hours or full-time status.
• Submit final grades for the semester they just completed showing a 

minimum of 2.0 term GPA at full time status.
• If unable to maintain full time status, student must contact YIC 

coordinator prior to dropping below full-time status.



Undocumented Students



Psychological Impacts of Status

May be unaware of their status
 Stress due to the college and financial aid application 

process
Constant fear of deportation
(own deportation or family’s)

Uncertainty over obtaining employment 

Anxiety, depression, fear associated with status and 
social stigma of being undocumented
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many undocumented students may not realize their status until they face situations that require the use of a Social Security Number.Applying for a jobGetting a driver’s licenseFilling out the FAFSAWhen it comes to undocumented students applying for college we want to make sure they are not applying as an international student. As they require additional information/credentials that does not apply to undocumented students (e.g., finances, sponsor, visa, etc.) The question about citizenship is mostly for tuition purposes and scholarships. Most applications have an “other category”. The Social Security Number (SSN) is not required and most application will have a statement regarding SSN. The SSN is used by colleges mostly for disbursing state and federal student aid. Students should not enter ITIN is only for tax purposes—it is not an SSN. Schools will give applicant a random identification number to help them complete an application if they cannot proceed without providing a SSN. Also, once an undocumented student gets admitted to college, paying for college can be very difficult for many students especially undocumented students as they do not qualify for FSA. Eligible students in Illinois can receive in state tuition. Private colleges can award institutional funds to undocumented students. May have separate scholarship forms/applications. Ensure students contact the admissions office for clarification on application process and the financial aid office for available scholarships. Undocumented students are at heightened risk of anxiety disorders due to uncertainty over their future, fear associated with their immigration status and the social stigma of being undocumented. They need access to a knowledgeable adult to help them navigate the college search process, as they often are first-generation and face unique hurdles on their path to college. 



Understanding Various Immigrant Statuses

• Naturalized Citizen
– Born outside the U.S., applied and received US citizenship
– Cannot be US president

• Legal Resident 
– U.S. permanent resident (LPR), conditional resident, or having 

other visa permitting residence in the US
– Cannot vote and cannot be selected for jury duty

• Undocumented
– Citizen of a country other than the United States and

• Entered the US “without inspection” or
• Visa expired and remained in the US

Note: DACA is not an official immigrant status
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First, it is important to know the differences between the various immigrant statuses, and the circumstances in which these statuses can exist. When an individual is a naturalized citizen, that means that they were born outside of the U.S. and they applied and received citizenship through the naturalization process. A naturalized citizen would have all of the same rights as someone who was born in the U.S., the only exception is that a naturalized citizen cannot become president. One of the eligibility requirements to obtain naturalized citizenship is that the individual be a Permanent U.S. resident for a certain amount of years which takes us to our next immigrant status, legal residency. If an individual is a legal resident that means that they have a U.S. permanent residency card or another visa permitting residence in the U.S. If a student is a legal resident they have the same rights as a naturalized citizen with two exceptions, they are not eligible to vote in elections and they cannot be selected for jury duty.  There are different eligibility requirements to becoming a legal resident so if someone inquires more information on how to become legal residents refer them to an immigration lawyer. Lastly, individuals who are of undocumented status are those who are citizens or countries other than the U.S. and are now residing in the U.S.. Individuals with this status often times entered the country with a visa, and prolonged their stay past the expiration date of their visa. Not all individuals who are of undocumented status overstayed their visa, they can also be individuals who entered the U.S. “without inspections”, or without any type of documentation. These individuals have very limited rights, but they face many challenges in the U.S. in the next couple of slides we’re going to learn more about some ways to help these individuals when facing challenges in the educational scope. 



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA)

• June 15, 2012 – Executive order issued to implement DACA 
– 2-year stay from deportation (Deferred Action)
– Work permit & social security number (SSN) for work purposes
– Not a pathway to citizenship and can be eliminated at any time

• Students with DACA are not eligible for Federal Student Aid (FSA)
– For the citizenship question in the FAFSA the student must select, 

“Neither U.S. citizen nor eligible noncitizen”
• DACA’s future is unclear and even if it remains in place as is, the 

number of individuals who benefit will decrease over time 
– Given the requirement to have entered the U.S. prior to June 15, 

2007, and to be under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA was an executive order enacted by President Obama in which many DREAM Act-eligible youths would be granted deferred action for a period of two years. Deferred action meaning that eligible youth would be able to legally reside in the U.S. and would be offered protection from deportation if they meet the following criteria: If the student arrived in the U.S. before the age of 16 and must not be over the age of 30 when applying. The student must be currently in school, received HS diploma/GED, or been honorably discharged from U.S. armed forces. And not been convicted of felony or multiple misdemeanorsThrough DACA students would be eligible to apply for a work permit and social security for work purposes. It is important to note as well that DACA is not a path to citizenship nor does it grant state aid in IL or aid at the federal level. Since this was an executive action and not a law, the program can be eliminated at any time by the president. Currently DACA is only open for students who are looking to renew their DACA designation, but it is not open to students who were not already DACA recipients. Note to facilitator: In 2017 – the Trump administration announced that it would phase out DACAThe Department of Homeland Security (DHS) would not longer process new DACA Applications though they would continue to process DACA renewals and would not terminate existing DACA permits On December 2020, a federal district judge ordered the restoration of DACA under its original termsOn January 20th, 2021 President Biden issued an Executive Order that aimed at preserving and fortifying DACA and reiterated that DACA recipients are not a priority for removal For the first time since 2017 the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services have begun processing first-time DACA applications. In June 2020 DHS had reduced the grant of deferred actions & employment authorization from two years to one year. Since December of 2020, that has since been overturned. 



Undocumented Students and Recent 
Arrivals in Illinois

• Illinois is ranked #5 with the number of 
undocumented students in higher education 

• 20,151 undocumented students in Illinois 
– 2,000 graduate high school every year 

• Since August 2022, nearly 40,000 asylum 
seekers have arrived in Chicago
– Asylum seekers are not eligible for FSA

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More than 408,000 (approximately 1.9% of all students) undocumented students are enrolled in higher education.Of those, 77% of undocumented students are enrolled in public institutions while 23% attend private postsecondary institutions. The percentage of undocumented students attending private institutions increased slightly between 2019 and 2021.While most undocumented students pursuing postsecondary education do not have DACA, the vast majority, accounting for three out of four undocumented students, came to the U.S. at a young age. One of the primary factors contributing to the smaller population of DACA or DACA-eligible students is the program’s lack of updates to include individuals who arrived in the U.S. after 2007, which is the specified eligibility date. Consequently, if someone arrived in the U.S. at the age of four in 2008, they would be of college age but not eligible for DACA. While most undocumented students pursuing postsecondary education in the United States do not have DACA, the vast majority, accounting for three out of four undocumented students, did come to the U.S. at a young ageMore than 427,000 (approximately 2% of all students) undocumented students are enrolled in higher education; of which 81% are enrolled in public institutions and 19% are enrolled in private institutions. The top five states with undocumented students in higher education are California (94,000), Texas (58,000), Florida (40,000), New York (25,000), and Illinois (18,000);20,151 undocumented students in Illinois 8,414 DACA eligible students (either have DACA or who are eligible for DACA8,973 Non-DACA students 2,000 undocumented students graduating high school every year 

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/


Eligibility for Non-U.S. Citizens

• U.S. Permanent Resident Card
• Conditional Green Card
• Holder of Arrival Departure Record 

(I-94 Form) from the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) showing 
one of these statuses:
– Refugee 
– Asylum Granted
– Parolee – paroled for a 

minimum of one year and has 
not expired

– Cuban-Haitian Entrant
• T-Visa Holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) 
• Battered Immigrant-Qualified Alien 

and has documentation from DHS  

• Common ineligible statuses that 
some of your students may have
– I-94 forms stamped with 

another endorsement not found 
in the eligible noncitizen section 
such as Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS),

– J-1, J-2 Visas,
– F-1, F-2 Visas,
– DACA or
– U-Visa holders

• While these students are not 
eligible for federal student aid, they 
may be eligible for state financial 
aid 

Eligible for the FAFSA Not eligible for the FAFSA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eligible noncitizens can file a FAFSA if they are: (one of the following)U.S. Permanent Resident CardConditional Green CardHolder of Arrival Departure Record (I-94 Form) from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) showing:Refugee Asylum GrantedParolee – paroled for a minimum of one year and has not expiredCuban-Haitian EntrantT-Visa Holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) A Battered Immigrant-Qualified Alien or Victim of human trafficking department of health and family services and has documentation from DHS  

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/dpcletters/GEN1007.pdf


Retention of Illinois Students & Equity 
(RISE) Act Eligibility Criteria

Provides a pathway for eligible undocumented students who are 
disqualified for FSA to apply to state financial aid programs:

1. Resided with their parent or guardian while attending a public or 
private high school in this State;

2. Graduated from a public or private high school or received the 
equivalent of a high school diploma in this State;

3. Attended school in this State for at least 3 years as of the date the 
individual graduated from high school or received the equivalent of a 
high school diploma in this State;

4. Provides an affidavit stating that they will file an application to 
become a permanent resident of the United States at the earliest 
opportunity they are eligible to do so; 

5. Has not established a residence outside of Illinois

25www.isac.org/Alternative-Application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eligible StudentsThe legislation defines Illinois resident, as the term applies to the RISE Act, as “any person who is deemed an Illinois resident for tuition purposes under state law”. Such as: Noncitizen students deemed an Illinois resident. Transgender student can complete an application that best suites their individual situation. (found a conflicting law this law doesn’t supersede so ISAC is looking into this) Undocumented students may be eligible to apply for ISAC’s programs if they meet all of these criteria, which are based on Illinois statute regarding in-state tuition eligibility:the individual resided with his or her parent or guardian while attending an Illinois public or private high school;the individual graduated from a public or private high school or received the equivalent of a high school diploma in Illinois;the individual attended school in Illinois for at least 3 years as of the date the individual graduated from high school or received the equivalent of a high school diploma;the individual provides the institution with an affidavit stating that the individual will file an application to become a permanent resident of the United States at the earliest opportunity the individual is eligible to do so; andthe individual has not established a residence outside of Illinois.

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


Alternative Application

• Available for eligible students to apply for the 
Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant
– Students eligible for the FAFSA should not complete the 

Alt App

• Prescreening questions are built into the 
application to determine eligibility 

• The application is patterned after the FAFSA:
– A Student Aid Index (SAI) is calculated
– Opens the same time as the FAFSA

26www.isac.org/Alternative-Application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Alternative Application will become available on October 1st, 2022 for the 2023-2024 Academic Year. The application is accessible via ISAC’s website at https://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application. Pre-screening questions at the beginning of the application will help students determine which application (RISE vs. FAFSA) should be completed. If an applicant’s answers to the pre-screening questions show the Alternative Application should not be completed, a message will advise them to consult their high school counselor, a financial aid professional, or an ISACorps member for assistance in completing the FAFSA. An EFC will be calculated for eligible students and provided to colleges via GAP Access. As with all MAP awards, eligibility notification will be provided to the student by the college, not ISAC.Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid: Used to determine MAP eligibility which application a student should complete, Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Alternative ApplicationThe Alternative Application will be accessible online through the ISAC website.Pre-screening questions at the beginning of the application will help students determine which application (RISE vs. FAFSA) should be completed.If an applicant’s answers to the pre-screening questions show the Alternative Application should not be completed, a message will advise them to consult their high school counselor, a financial aid professional, or an ISACorps member for assistance in completing the FAFSA.Similar to the FAFSA, skip logic will assist the student in completing the RISE Act application by navigating them only to questions that are relevant to them.An EFC will be calculated and provided to the college via the MAP component of the Gift Assistance Programs (GAP) Access portal as a RISE Act Student Record.MAP award amounts will be calculated for eligible students and provided to colleges via GAP Access.As with all MAP awards, eligibility notification will be provided to the student by the college, not ISAC.Applying for Other ISAC Programs:Applications for ISAC programs other than MAP will be updated as necessary to accommodate the RISE Act provisions. The applications will be available as we open processing for each program for the 2020-21 academic year. The Alternative Application is for MAP consideration only.

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


How do students and parents sign 
their financial aid applications?

FAFSA
• The FSA ID is needed to 

renew the FAFSA every year
– Students and parents must 

each have their own FSA ID
– Parents who do not have 

an SSN can now obtain one
– Those unable to answer 

the identity verification 
questions will need to 
complete the manual 
verification process

Alternative App
• Students and parents must 

have their own PIN
• The PIN will be generated and 

sent via email by ISAC
• A PIN is needed every time you 

renew the Alternative App
• To obtain a PIN, parents only 

need to provide an email
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will need to provide an electronic signature to sign the FAFSA or Alternative App and complete the application submission process. Note for those manually verifying data You’ll have access to the 2024–25 FAFSA form while you’re completing the mandatory identity verification process.Note that students and parents must have separate FSA IDs or PINs. An email address can only be associated to one FSA ID or PIN  so it is important that students and parents have an email address that will be used for a few years since you will use your FSA ID or PIN yearly and receive important financial aid information throughout the process.  Please choose challenge questions that are easy to remember in case you forget your ID and/or password.  Write them down and keep them in a safe place if needed. The FSA ID requires a Social Security Number. FSA has announced that it is creating a new process for people who do not have SSNs, including parents who are undocumented, to create an FSA ID. In the past, people who do not have an SSN physically signed the FAFSA signature page. This year, FSA will use information from TransUnion to verify applicants’ identities by asking a series of questions that only that individual would know the answer to. Once an individual’s identity has been verified, they should immediately receive an FSA ID and be able to proceed with the FAFSA application process. 3. The FSA ID Process for People without SSNs will be Launched this Fall. FSA has not yet made public details about this process or said when the process will open. It has indicated that it will launch no later than when the FAFSA is released in December. Those who Cannot Verify their Identities Online. Students, parents, or guardians who are not able to verify their identities through the TransUnion process will still be able to provide identity verification documents directly to FSA. FStarting in the 2024-2025 year the processing for signing the FAFSA will be slightly different. Student must have an FSA IDParent must have an FSA ID and both will be subject to MFA (Multi-factor Authentication) and FSA IDs will need be created and verified before starting a FAFSA. Students will not be able to create an FSA ID while simultaneously completing a FAFSA. 



Working with Mixed-Status Families

• Refers to students that are either:
– Undocumented: but have family members that are U.S. 

Citizens or U.S. Residents, and/or
– U.S. Citizens or U.S. Residents: but have family members 

that are undocumented 
• Parent immigration status does not impact student 

financial aid eligibility of either the FAFSA or 
Alternative Application

• It is important to know the student's status to 
determine which financial aid application they 
should complete  
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CPierson
Presentation Notes
Students with mixed-status families experience unique challenges navigating the financial aid process Students from mixed-status families, or households with family members who have different citizenship or immigration statuses, experience unique challenges navigating the financial aid process. In addition, students from mixed-status households can be wary and fearful of the application process. Many have concerns that turning over tax information, or undergoing verification, may put their undocumented family members in jeopardy.It is important to know the student's status to determine whether they should complete the FAFSA or Alternative Application for IL Financial Aid



Key Illinois Legislation 
• IL Public Act 93-0007 2003 (Acevedo Bill) 

– Grants in-state tuition to qualifying undocumented immigrants at 2-
year/4-year public institutions 

• IL Dream Act 2011
– Access to 529 Savings Plan & private IL Dream Fund Scholarship 

• Professional Licensure 2019
– Ability to utilize ITIN (individual Taxpayer Identification Number) to 

apply for the professional license required for their field of study
• RISE Act 2019

– Provides access to ISAC and other state financial aid programs to 
qualifying undocumented immigrants 

• HB3438 Undocumented Student Liaison 2022
– Places a liaison within each 2-year/4-year institutions to help 

undocumented students navigate degree completion
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
IL Public Act 93-0007 2003 (Acevedo Bill) An individual is considered an Illinois resident, for in-state tuition purposes, until they establish residence outside of the state, if they meet all of the following: Reside in Illinois with parent or guardian while attending high school;Graduate from an Illinois high school or earn a GED in Illinois;Attend an Illinois high school for at least three years;Provide the university with an affidavit stating that he/she will file an application to become a permanent resident of the U.S. once he/she becomes eligible to do so. (Affidavit must be notarized.)Granted in-state tuition to qualifying undocumented immigrants at 2-year/4-year public institutions IL Dream Act 2011The Illinois DREAM Act was an act signed in 2011 and was designed to give undocumented students some educational opportunities. Through this act students are eligible to participate in 529 savings plans as long as they have an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, or an ITIN. As part of the act the DREAM Fund Commission was created to raise private contributions for the scholarship DREAM Fund. In order to qualify for this scholarship the student must be undocumented. If a student applies and is eligible for this scholarship, they can receive up to $2,000 for community colleges and up to $6,000 for 4-year colleges. Lastly, the DREAM Fund Commission develops and runs training programs for counselors to be better prepared and know of college options available for undocumented students. Although the act set up the DREAM Fund Commission to raise money for the scholarship, it does not provide any state aid to students. We must understand that immigration reform can only occur at the federal level and the Illinois DREAM Act is only at the state level. It is important to understand the differences between the DREAM Act bill that has not been passed and the Illinois DREAM Act because students will often get the two confused. As a result of the bill introduced in 2001 some students of undocumented status self identified themselves as DREAMERS. When working with students there might be some who might express that they’re DREAMERS in reference to the Illinois DREAM Act, under context from the DREAM Act bill. Access to 529 Savings Plan & private IL Dream Fund Scholarship Professional Licensure 2019Ability to utilize ITIN (individual Taxpayer Identification Number) to apply for the professional license required for their field of studyRISE Act 2019Signed into law on June 21, 2019Provides a pathway for eligible undocumented students who are disqualified from federal student aid to apply for ISAC, and other state funded financial aid programsRelies on criteria already in state law that’s used to determine eligibility for in-state tuition at public institutionsNote: The RISE Act does not exempt students from meeting existing program eligibility criteriaProvided access to state financial aid programs to qualifying undocumented immigrants HB3438 Undocumented Student Liaison Placing a liaison within each 2-year/4-year institutions to help undocumented students navigate degree completion



Tuition & Financial Aid Equity for 
Undocumented Students 

30https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is tuition equity? This map is from the Higher ED immigration portal and shows across the county how state provide access to tuition and financial aid to their undocumented students. What does all these colors mean??? The portal has established 7 areas of accessibility.  The color you see the most is green, which mean the portal has identified the state provides comprehensive access to undocumented individuals. This means the state has a tuition equity law (e.g., provides in-state tuition) and provides some state financial aid to undocumented individuals. I will draw your attention to states that are light and dark red. These states have been identified as being restrictive or prohibit enrollment to in-state tuition and state financial aid, while not allowing undocumented students to enroll in public institution.  Let’s dive a little bit deeper into why Illinois is considered a comprehensive state

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/


Resources



Best Practices 

• Refrain from using outdated/offensive language
– Match the language that the students uses 

• Learn the legislation and policies that can impact 
your work with your students 

• Establish a broad network of partners who you 
can tap into for advice and to send off your 
students for support services and resources 
– (E.g., tax experts, immigration attorneys, etc.) 

32

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use inclusive words and follow culturally responsive practices- Refrain from using outdated language. Build your professional network with trusted professionals. When connecting students with resources/programs on and off campus, provide them with information of a trusted individual instead of just referring them to a differ Establish a broad network of partners who are ground level experts that you can tap into for advice or to send off your students for support services and resources . When connecting students with resources/programs on and off campus, provide them with information of a trusted individual instead of just referring them to a different office. 



Support Services for Homeless and 
Foster Youth

• Illinois HOUSE Liaisons 
– Each public and private institution of higher education in Illinois is 

required to designate a member of staff to serve as a liaison to 
students experiencing homelessness

• Benefits Navigator 
– Each public and private institution of higher education in Illinois is 

required to designate a member of staff to help students in need to 
determine eligibility for benefits programs and identify campus wide 
and community resource support 

• Youth in Care – College Advocate Program 
– Launched in the 2023-2024 school year in partnership with Foster 

Progress that provides youth with foster care experience ongoing 
support throughout college
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From the Chronicle of Higher Education,  universities are combating homelessness and food insecurity through multiple ways. The first way is working with the local housing authority to offer housing at a lower cost for students. The housing is close to the school for the student to commute, but also central for a student's employment either on or off campus.  The second way through the creation of a scholar's program that is built using a cohort model that puts all the foster youth enrolled in the university into the same classes. They each are assigned a college coach to help them thrive independently while at college and for life after college.  The college coaches aid them in academic, financial and emotional support and connect them to resources and departments on campus and in the community. In some states where community college is free, states have allocated for a liaison to be in place to work with foster youth as they transition from high school to college. HOUSE ( Housing and Opportunities that are Useful for Student’s Excellence (HOUSE) Liaisons. Also, starting in August 1, 2022, each institution of higher education is required to designate a member of staff to serve as a HOUSE liaison to homeless students. The designated staff member will be required to undergo annual training and collect certain data on the institution’s homeless population as part of this role. colleges are creating a single point of contact for the student. The Liaison will help the student identify services and resources that are available to the student and assist them in applying for any benefits.  The last way is through the creation of an on-campus food pantry. Schools now are working with their local food bank or creating their own pantry for students to come and select a number of pantry food items to take. With the creation of food pantries, this resource is open to both student who live on and off campus. https://www.chronicle.com/article/Through-CareCamaraderie/232577?cid=rclinkhttps://hechingerreport.org/from-foster-care-to-college/ : Creating Scholar Programshttps://www.higheredtoday.org/2017/12/11/foster-care-youth-postsecondary-education-long-road-ahead/: Community College Programs

https://www.ibhe.org/HOUSE_Liaisons.html
https://www.ibhe.org/ibhe-PIBN.html
https://www.foster-progress.org/ycap


Support Services for Undocumented 
Students

• Undocumented Student Resource Liaison 
– Each public and private institution of higher education in Illinois 

is required to designate a member of staff who will assist 
undocumented students and mixed status households with 
navigating access to resources on college campuses 

• Resource Center on Campus
– Some institutions may have also created a specialized resource 

center for undocumented students 
– Northern Illinois University (NIU) has created an Undocumented 

Student Resource Center – the first and only in Illinois
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year, the Board of Trustees shall designate an employee as an Undocumented Student Resource Liaison to be available on campus to provide assistance to undocumented students and mixed status students within the United States in streamlining access to financial aid and academic support to successfully matriculate to degree completion. The Undocumented Student Liaison shall provide16assistance to vocational students, undergraduate students,17graduate students, and professional-track students. An18employee who is designated as an Undocumented Student Liaison19must be knowledgeable about current legislation and policy20changes through professional development with the Illinois21Dream Fund Commission to provide the wrap-around services to22such students. The Illinois Dream Fund Commission shall23conduct professional developmentAt the University of California at Davis, the first resource center for undocumented students was created in 2012. Since the inception, universities across the country have created a resource center for undocumented students. Some universities have used their current multicultural centers to spread awareness and support for undocumented students on their campus. https://www.chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Should-Enhance/244877With the rising cost of college, states have moved towards offering tuition-free community colleges, yet with no discussion on if the law applies to undocumented students. Some states have amended or created new laws in which undocumented students have access to tuition-free community colleges. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/03/12/more-states-are-encouraging-undocumented-students-pursue-tuition-free-programs

https://www.ibhe.org/ibhe-USL.html


Laura Gutiérrez
 OETS Post-Secondary Education Specialist

Laura.Gutierrez@Illinois.gov
Each Thursday 3:00-5:00 pm

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MT
ID=m32c4e7e619de1abc0a9950ce1ff6f02c    

Contact Information & 
Virtual Office Hours

mailto:Laura.Gutierrez@Illinois.gov
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m32c4e7e619de1abc0a9950ce1ff6f02c
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m32c4e7e619de1abc0a9950ce1ff6f02c


We Are Here to Help!

• Text us your name to get 
started!

• Questions? Contact:
– Manuel Talavera
– 312-590-7527 or  

Manuel.Talavera@illinois.gov 
• For information on our latest 

trainings, visit 
www.isac.org/pd 

• To receive the latest news and 
updates from ISAC, sign up 
for e-messaging at 
www.isac.org/emessaging   

7/23/2024

mailto:Manuel.Talavera@illinois.gov
http://www.isac.org/pd
http://www.isac.org/emessaging
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